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   Having three teen boys go from permits to license privileges in the last few 

years, I wish that I could offer more expert advice on surviving this process. 

Unfortunately, our “experience” has only resulted in skyrocketing insurance rates, 

a new garage door, and fading memories of a Nissan Sentra and Mazda3 (which 

was in our possession for all of 3 days before it was damaged beyond repair). So, 

with our third son recently obtaining his permit, we thought it would be a smart 

to enroll him in a defensive driving class, where he could learn some additional 

skills in a safe driving setting (and without me clutching the side of my car or 

using what my boys refer to as my imaginary brakes). 

   B.R.A.K.E.S (Be Responsible and Keep Everyone Safe) is a non-profit 

organization, started by NHRA drag racing star, Doug Herbert, after he lost his 

two teenage sons in a tragic accident on Jetton Road in 2008. His grief led to a 

resolve to teach his sons’ friends how to be more conscientious and confident 

drivers. When word spread of what he was doing, he found himself getting 

requests from hundreds of other area parents. Today, Herbert’s organization has 

trained and educated over 22,000 teen drivers.  

   This 4-hour program, taught at the zMax Dragway in Concord, teaches kids how 

to deal with distractions, how to prepare for a panic stop, techniques for car 

control and recovery in wet or icy conditions, and the proper method to retain 

control of a vehicle when a wheel drops off the shoulder. As a parent, these are 

hard skills to teach, without endangering ourselves, others on the road, and our 

vehicle. In a controlled setting with experienced driving instructors, B.R.A.K.E.S 

can safely teach these skills and allow your teen to experience what it feels like to 

swerve or have a tire go off the side of the road. The goal of their program is to 

teach teens to be more confident in such settings — something that comes only 

from having the actual experience of recovering and maintaining control of a 

vehicle in high-stress situations. 

   The program is free, but there is a $99 deposit fee to hold a spot. Due to non-

profit guidelines, if you pay by credit card, the $99 will be considered a donation 

(well worth it, in my opinion). If you want the $99 refunded, you can sign up and 

send in a check that will be returned to you upon completion of the program. For 

more information, and to register for sessions, visit: www.putonthebrakes.org 

 

Another Driving Resource for Teens Still Needing a Permit 

   After dealing with many logistical complications in getting my first two boys 

signed up for the classroom instruction and road hours required for obtaining a 

permit through the school system, I stumbled upon a local program, Drive! 

   Drive! is a private instruction company, offering increased class instruction 

sessions and behind the wheel training over the summer months, weekends and 

school holidays (great for flexibility for kids with busy schedules). With summer 

approaching, this is the perfect time to take the required course. Once the 

classroom instruction has been completed, you can sign up for immediate behind 

the wheel time (instead of waiting in a lengthy queue with the school system). The 

program costs $395 for 30 hour classroom and 6 hours behind the wheel. Drive! 

also offers $50/hour sessions if you just want additional behind the wheel 

instruction for your teen. Visit www.drivenorthcarolina.org for more information. 

 

 

 

Are your teen drivers taking a toll 
on your patience and sanity? 
Kary Gregor, Editor 

Kary Gregor is a resident in 

NorthStone and publishes 

NorthStone Neighbors Magazine 

through her company, Message in 

a Mailbox. For more information or 

questions, comments can be sent 

to kary@messageinamailbox.com 

8 Frightening Facts  

about Teen Drivers 
 

1) 33% of deaths among 13 to 

19-year-olds involve motor      

vehicle crashes. 

2) An estimated 8 teens die 

each day from car          

accidents. 

3) 16-year-olds have higher 

crash rates than drivers of 

any other age. 

4) Statistics show that 16 and 

17-year-old driver death 

rates increase with each 

additional passenger. 

5) 1 in 5 of 16-year-old drivers 

will have an accident within 

their first year of driving. 

6) 22% of teens admit to riding 

in a car where the driver 

had consumed alcohol. 

7) 56% of teens said they talk 

on the phone while driving. 

8) 34% of teens, ages 16-17, 

admit to texting and driving. 

 
Compiled from edgarsnyder.com and 

dosomething.org 
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    Long time NorthStone residents, 

Jack Lippy, the engineer, and Ray 

Hutchinson, the foodie, were sitting 

around the fire pit one Friday night 

drinking beer saying to themselves, 

“We could make beer just as good as 

this, probably better.” And so their 

journey began… 

   Jack worked on the nuts and bolts 

piece of the puzzle trying to bring the 

brewing process from the kitchen to 

the garage and ramping up production 

from 5 gallons to 20 gallons. Ray 

honed his skills refining the recipes 

and combining the highest quality 

ingredients to attain the greatest 

flavors. They worked diligently for 10 

years brewing in Jack’s garage on 

Cupworth Court, constantly going back 

to the drawing board to ensure that 

the operation was seamless and the 

flavors were impeccable. Throughout 

this process, they met many 

NorthStone residents (and their dogs!) 

walking past the house wondering 

what they were “cooking” in there. 

They utilized the passersby as a sort of 

traveling taste panel, always inviting 

people in for a sample. 

   After much convincing from Jack’s 

wife, Teri, and with the added 

encouragement of friends and 

neighbors, Jack and Ray decided to 

take beer brewing to the next level and 

Cheers! 
NorthStone’s Ray Hutchinson and Jack 
Lippy Open Eleven Lakes Brewery 
By Teri Lippy, NorthStone resident 
 

NorthStone residents, Ray Hutchinson, 

Teri Lippy, and Jack Lippy bring ten year 

dream to life with the opening of Eleven 

Lakes Brewery. 

co-founded Eleven Lakes Brewing 

Company. From this point on, both 

families joined forces to make their 

dream of becoming the next brew pub 

in North Mecklenburg come to 

fruition.  Ray’s wife Christy set out to 

secure a contractor to tackle the 

buildout, while Jack, Ray and Teri 

took on the monumental task of 

locating the ideal space for the 

brewery.  After a year of searching, 

Eleven Lakes Brewing landed in 

Cornelius at the Hyde Park Storage 

Suites located on Bailey Road. 

  Eleven Lakes broke ground in the 

Fall of 2016, and in February of 2017, 

the construction was finally complete.  

With the installation of a 4 barrel 

brewhouse and 7 barrel fermenters, 

the brewery presently has the 

capacity to produce 200 barrels of 

beer a year with room for expansion 

to allow production to increase to 

1000 barrels a year.  The tap room is 

nearing completion as well with a 

capacity of 50 patrons.  Ray built the 

22 foot bar himself which will be a 

focal point of the tap room.   

What do you get when you cross an Engineer/IT guy 

with an Art Teacher/Foodie? Craft beer brewed to the 

highest of industry standards using top of the line, 

uniquely combined ingredients. 



A fun little back story about the bar: All of the materials for the bar were         

generously donated to us by Andrew Durstewitz, co-Founder and CEO of D9 

Brewing Company.  When D9 expanded into their new 10,000 square foot    

facility, they decided that they didn’t need the bar from the original tap room.  

Andrew called Eleven Lakes and asked us if we were interested in the bar, and 

we jumped right on it!  We went to D9, dismantled the bar piece by piece, and 

Ray completely remanufactured the materials into what is now our 22 foot bar.  

The last big piece of the puzzle is installing a custom, state of the art glycol pip-

ing system which will completely eliminate the risk of rust and mold growth in the 

brew house. 

   We are counting down the days 

until the grand opening!  Follow 

Eleven Lakes Brewing on FB Eleven 

Lakes Brewing, Twitter 

@elevenlakesbrew and Instagram 

elevenlakesbrewing.  

    I would be remiss if I did not 

thank Andrew Durstewitz and Greg 

Merryman from D9 Brewing 

Company for their constant support 

and willingness to help us whenever 

we come around or call! 

 

— Year-Round Brews — 

Blonde Ale 

Irish Red 

Pale Ale 

LKN IPA 

Brown Ale 

Coconut Porter 
 

— Seasonal Favorites — 

Paddle Session IPA 

Teri’s Berry Wheat 

Brown IPA 

Double IPA 

Coffee Porter 

Rye IPA 

Oatmeal Stout 

Blonde Rye 

Festbier 

Saison 

Sweet Potato Cranberry 

Christmas Ale 
 



8 



9 

    

Pounding for Parker 
By Bek Mitchell-Kidd, NorthStone resident and Pounding for Parker 
Foundation Communications Chair 

 

   Former NorthStone resident Parker, is an eight-

year old who carries an infectious smile wherever 

he goes. He is funny, silly, smart, serious and a 

fighter. And as many of his former neighbors can 

attest, Parker can and will strike up a conversation 

with anyone, whatever their age.  

   In November 2015, Parker underwent a series  

of MRIs, which revealed a tumor on his spine.   

He was diagnosed with an extremely rare  

glioneuronal tumor, more specifically a  

disseminated oligodendroglial (oligo) cell-like 

leptomeningeal tumor. His cancer has              

disseminated down his spine and up into his    

lower brain.  

   This type of cancer occurs in only 2% of children. There is currently no cure. 

 Parker began chemotherapy in December, 2015. After a few months, the tumor 

stopped responding and continued to progress. He then began a second type of     

chemotherapy regimen that he is currently undergoing.  

   Advances are being made in medicine every day, but critical research is required to 

deliver oligo patients new therapies that are more durable and extend their lives.  

   The two chemotherapy medications Parker is taking were approved by the FDA in 

1978 and 1983 – that’s more than 30 years ago!  

   “What most people don’t realize, and we certainly didn’t until Parker’s diagnosis, is 

that only 4% of federal funding is allocated for research for pediatric cancer,” explains 

Allison, Parker’s mom. “And, that’s for all the types of pediatric cancer; the amount 

becomes miniscule when divvied up between different cancer research, and of what 

little goes toward brain tumors, nothing goes toward Parker’s type of brain tumor.” 

   We have launched a non-profit foundation to help change these numbers. Pounding 

For Parker Foundation is dedicated to advancing research for pediatric cancer,        

particularly low-grade glioma tumors, and improving the quality of life of survivors. 

   The Foundation will hold a kid-friendly community day event on Sunday, June 4 

from 4:30 – 8:00 in Old Town Cornelius/ in the Kadi Fit building and surrounding 

parking lot. There will be food trucks, fire trucks, live music, drinks, raffle and silent 

auction, and lots of vendor friends of the Pounding For Parker Foundation.  

   On Monday, June 5 the inaugural Pounding For Parker Golf Tournament will take 

place at NorthStone Country Club. It’ll be a great day of golf with fun activities at 

each hole and prizes awarded in lots of categories.  Golf registration also includes 

dinner and a drink ticket. Spouses and friends who don’t golf can purchase dinner-

only tickets, and gain access to the Silent Auction. Tickets and golf registration are 

open now at poundingforparker.com 

   Longtime NorthStone residents, and Parker’s grandparents, Debra and Carl Yost 

say, “We are in awe of Parker's strength and so proud of Allison and Jon. No family 

should have to go through this. Every day we are grateful for the support that our  

family has received from the Lake Norman community and especially our friends and 

neighbors in NorthStone. We really hope everyone will celebrate with us at the     

community event in Cornelius on Sunday, or at the Club on Monday." 

   Please help putt pediatric cancer in the butt -- for more information on the events 

visit poundingforparker.com  

 

Pound Out Pediatric Cancer 

Community Event 
June 4  — 4:30-8:00 pm 

Kadi Fit Bldg, Cornelius 

 

Golf Tournament 
June 5 — registration begins at 10am 

Shotgun Start at 12pm,  

followed by dinner reception & awards 

NorthStone Country Club 

 

Dinner/Silent Auction only tickets  

are also available. 

How you can help  

TODAY: 
poundingforparker.com 

 
>> Read more about Parker’s  
fight and his family’s mission to 
bring awareness to this type of 
cancer and increase research 
funding. 



10 

Club Happenings 

Membership at NorthStone 

NORTHSTONE   

   Spring is here and it’s time to join the Club!  We have all kinds of social events coming up 

including Easter Brunch, Mother’s Day Brunch, monthly live music in the dining room, golf 

events, tennis events, and of course the pool will be opening on Saturday, May 27th!  

   All memberships at NorthStone are annual in term with NO 

initiation fees, NO spending minimums, and NO assessments.  We 

offer a variety of membership categories to suit your family’s needs.  

To learn more about membership or to schedule a tour feel free to 

email or call me.  

 

   Also, we have a year-round member referral program.  If you have a 

friend or neighbor interested in joining, feel free to contact me.  

Referral credits range from $75-$300 in 

member rewards that you can use at the Club. 

 

I look forward to seeing you around the Club! 

 

Best, 

 

Nicole Delp 

Membership Director 

704-949-1280 

Ndelp@northstoneclub.com 

Curbside Every Wednesday at NorthStone 
   Having trouble finding time or inspiration for a weeknight family meal?  Then give our weekly Curbside meal a try!  

Each Wednesday, we offer a family-style meal to go: simply call the bar on Wednesday morning (or place your order 

online), tell us what kind of car you drive, when you’d like to pick your meal up, and we’ll drop your dinner off to you in   

the front circle of the Club.  The menu changes from week to week so make sure to check it out online! 

NorthStone Trivia League 
  The 15 week long NorthStone Trivia League season is underway!  Each Wednesday night, teams 

of up to 8 players compete for both the weekly win and for the overall league win.  Trivia is family-

friendly.  Come join us on Wednesdays at 7pm for the fun!  Did you know that the largest organ in 

the body is actually your skin?  Can you name all 5 member nicknames of the Spice Girls? Can you 

list the only two U.S. capitals located on the ocean? You don’t need to know all the answers — that’s 

the fun of playing as a team where you pool your knowledge! Please call the bar to make 

reservations, as this event has been popular. 

? 



Country Club Member News  

Golf Tip of the Month  
By Mark Hofstetter, Head Golf Professional  

at NorthStone Country Club 
 
   Looking to improve out of green side bunkers?  The   

mistake a lot of players make is that they do not take a 

consistent divot, or consistent amount of sand.  Players get 

tied up with the terms explosion shot or blast.  Green side bunker shots are 

finesse shots.  If you will go into a practice bunker and draw a line about 8’ long, 

position the line at your left heal and take practice swings working your way 

down the line.  Your “divot” should be equal on each side of the line and 

shallow.  Picture the head of your sand wedge like a flat stone that you are trying 

to skip on the water.   

Remember, you have four goals in the bunker: 

1)  Get out of the bunker! 

2)  Get out of the bunker and on the green 

3)  Get out of the bunker, on the green and close to the hole 

4)  Knock it in the hole! 

- SAVE THE DATES! - 

 
July 28 — 30th! 

Club’s 20
th
 Anniversary Weekend Celebration! 

 
Friday, July 28th  

20th Anniversary Dinner Celebration with Live Music 
 

Saturday, July 29th 
Golf and Tennis Tournaments 

 

Sunday, July 30th 
Party at the Pool 

 
Upcoming Club 

Events 
 
 

April 4 

Spring Men’s League Begins 

 
April 6 

Men’s Dogfight Begins 

 
April 7 

Couples Golf Event 

 
April 7 

Live Music by David Canals  

and Johnny Vergara 

 
April 16 

Easter Brunch 

And Egg Hunt for the Kids 

 
May 5 

Live Music in the Bar 

 
May 5 

Couples Golf Event 

 
May 13 

Mother’s Day Tennis Mixer 

 
May 14 

Mother’s Day Brunch 

 
May 27 

Pool Opening Day! 

(Full summer pool schedule will be  

published n the next issue.) 

 
May 29 

Memorial Day Celebration  

at the Pool 

 

Dogfight Returns  
Thursday, April 6

th
!   

 

Dog Fight is a fun, weekly 9-hole 

event where you can meet new  

members and create lasting friendships.  All handicaps are    

welcome.  Sign up by contacting the golf shop. 
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Club Happenings 

NORTHSTONE 
Country Club Member News  

 

 
After School Practices 

May 15 — June 10 (Mon-Fri.) 
(end of CMS schedule) 

 

Jr. Gators 

5:15pm-6:00pm 

 

Gators 10 & under 

6:00pm-6:45pm 

 

Gators 11 & older 

6:45pm-7:30pm 

 

……. 
 
 

Morning Practices 

Begin June 12 (Mon-Fri.) 
(exact times may change as  

they are being finalized) 

 

Jr. Gators 

7:45am-8:30am (Back Pool) 

 

Gators 10 & under 

7:45am-8:30am 

 

Gators 11 & older 

8:30am-9:15am 

NorthStone Gators Swim Team 2017 

   The Gator/Junior Gator Swim Team offers a wonderful opportunity for 

NorthStone children and parents to get together and celebrate summer! The 

focus of the Gators is on learning, improving and having FUN. Our goal is to offer 

you and your child(ren) an opportunity to enrich your summer break, to be part 

of a team, get together with old and new neighbors, to expand swimming skills, 

build self-confidence and add to a great summer. 

 

General Information about NorthStone Gators Swim Team: 
 Competes with 6 other area clubs:  Hamptons, Highland Creek, Peninsula, 

River Run, Winchester, and Wynfield 

 Practices start May 15th after school and switch to the mornings on June 12th 

 6 regular season swim meets (Mon & Thurs) and the league championships     

at HFFA on Sunday, July 9th (all 7 teams present) 

 Open to all NORTHSTONE CLUB MEMBERS’ children, ages 5 or 6 to 18 (age 

as of June 1, 2017)  

 

For information regarding the swim team, go to www.northstoneclub.com.  

Complete “member log-in” and click on “Aquatics” then “Swimteam” 

Find the schedule, registration page and general information on the swim team.   

The swim team coordinator is Judy Frye and she can be contacted at 

nsswimteam.judy@gmail.com  

 

To be a Gator or a Junior Gator? 
Junior Gators are novice sw im m ers w ho are not yet ready to sw im  on 

the Gator’s Team.  Jr. Gator swimmers range from ages 6 to 8, but on occasion, 

there might be a 5 year-old or a 9/10 year-old. Jr. Gator swimmers must be able 

to swim one length of the pool unassisted. The swimmers will be assessed during 

the first 2 weeks of practice and the coaching staff will inform the parents if their 

swimmer is not at the level yet for a Jr. Gator.  There are 4 meets held on 

Saturdays in June (9am start).  They are called “speedy-meets” as they are quick 

meets and all swimmers receive their ribbon right after they swim!  Jr. Gator 

parents will need to fill volunteer slots (snacks/drinks, timers, etc.). 

 

Gator sw im m ers are all experienced sw im m ers, ages 7 -18; they must be 

able to swim one length of the pool unassisted and be willing to attempt all 4 

strokes (freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly).  Age break-down: 8 & 

under, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14 and 15-18. There are 6 meets, Monday and Thursday 

evenings, 6pm start. Parent Volunteering:  Each Gator swimmer’s family MUST 

fulfill approximately 4 sessions (1 session=1/2 of a meet) to be on the team. 

 

 

http://www.northstoneclub.com
mailto:nsswimteam.judy@gmail.com


 

2017 Gators Meet Schedule  

Thursday, June 8 

6pm (Home) 

River Run @ 

NorthStone 

Monday, June 12 

6pm (Away) 

NorthStone @ 

Winchester 

Thursday, June 15 

6pm (Home) 

Highland Creek 

@ NorthStone 

Monday, June 19 BYE 

Thursday, June 22 

6pm (Home) 

Wynfield @  

NorthStone 

Monday, June 26 

6pm (Away) 

NorthStone @ 

Hamptons 

Thursday, June 29 

6pm (Away) 

NorthStone @  

Peninsula 

Sunday, July 9 
Morning (10 & under) 

Afternoon (11 & older) 

Championship 

@ HFFA 

 

2017 Jr. Gators Meet Schedule  

Saturday, June 3 

9am (Home) 

River Run @ 

NorthStone 

Saturday, June 10 

9am (Away) 

NorthStone @ 

Highland Creek B 

Saturday, June 17 

9am (Home) 

Hamptons @ 

NorthStone 

Saturday, June 24 

9am (Away) 

NorthStone @ 

Peninsula 

Team Fees:  $99 for the first child, $85 for each additional child 

There is a reduced fee of $85 for children in the two highest age brackets (13-14 

& 15-18 year olds). Swim Team fees charged on June 5, 2017 (if your swimmer 

decides this isn’t for him/her, withdrawal by June 5 for refund). 

 

Suit Sizing — April 22, 9:00-11:00 am  
Suit sizing will be at NorthStone pool deck (bathrooms will be the try-on 

rooms). MAC Swim Shop Reps will be present with all sizes of our team suits for 

your child to try on and purchase on the spot (or place orders). In 2016, a new 

team suit was chosen and this will be our team suit for 2017 and ongoing (called 

Speedo Launch Splice; black/green). Please make every attempt to attend this 

meeting for suit sizing/purchasing; if not, you can purchase 2 different ways: 

 Online at http://www.swimoutlet.com/Northstonegators  

 Swim Shop at Huntersville Family Fitness & Aquatics Center “HFFA” (call & 

ask hours before you go; 704-766-2222) 

 

 

— VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! — 
Please contact Judy Frye at nsswimteam.judy@gmail.com with questions or 

desire to fill a position! 

 

GATOR Stroke & Turn Judges (S&TJ’s) 

This is a volunteer position & fulfills the required volunteer slots for Gator 
families. This position requires an online in-service and certificate of 
completion. S&TJ observes & completes simple DQ paperwork—no need to talk 
to swimmer/parent about DQ (coaches’ job). Please consider this position as we 
need to have 6-8 for the season!! 

 

GATOR Swim Team Computer Coordinator for 3 Home Meets 

This is a volunteer position served by family/friend & fulfills required volunteer 
slots for Gator families. Works closely w/ Judy Frye & Head Coach to put 
Coach’s swimmer entries into software & “seed the meet.” Computer software 
manual given to learn program & computer software training course offered (2 
hour course) if desired. Computer work for this position is completed on your 
own time @ home/work. During 3 home meets, Computer Coordinator helps w/ 
meet print-outs for coaches/officials/timers. Once 3 home meets begin, a hired 
computer worker takes over, but Computer Coordinator is at meet in case 
questions arise. If you know of a Non-NorthStone/Gator-Member interested in 
this volunteer position (anyone good w/ computers & needing volunteer hours—
good for college resume!), please give name/contact to Judy Frye! 
 
 

 

http://www.swimoutlet.com/Northstonegators
mailto:nsswimteam.judy@gmail.com
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Club Happenings 

Tennis at NorthStone 
Looking to get more active this year?  Try out one of 

NorthStone’s tennis clinics!  
 

We plan to add new clinics to the schedule, 

including a Men’s Clinic, as soon as the lights 

are installed so we can offer an evening 

session.  

 

As always, private and semi-private lessons 

are also great options if you are looking for 

more individualized instruction.  

 

If you are not receiving e-mail updates with tennis info, please go 

into your profile on the NorthStone Country Club site and “opt-in” 

to the Club’s tennis e-mail distribution list. 
 

Please contact tennis professional Rodrigo Cagide with questions at 

(980) 621-6941 or rcagide@northstoneclub.com 

NORTHSTONE   

Juniors   

Monday & Wednesday 3:45-4:45 pm Peewees (ages 4-7) 

Rising Stars (ages 8-11) 

Monday & Wednesday 4:45-6:00 pm Stars of the Game 

(ages 12-16) 

Adults   

Monday 9:00-10:30 am Women beginners/  

intermediate 

Monday 10:30am-noon Women intermediate/ 

advanced 

Monday 8:00-9:00 am Men and Women 

Cardio Clinic 
Get in shape and work on your 

tennis game at the same time! 

 
Upcoming Tennis Events 

 
May 13 

Mother’s Day Mixer @ Courts 

Moms and Dads Welcome! 

$12/person (beer and balls included) 

 
June 19-23 
Tennis Camp 

9am-12pm PeeWees (age 4-7) 

10am-1pm Rising Stars (age 8-12) 

 
July 10-14 

Tennis Camp 

9am-12pm PeeWees (age 4-7) 

10am-1pm Rising Stars (age 8-12) 

 
July 29 

20th Anniversary Tennis Event 

 
August 26th 

Tennis Olympics @ Courts 

Make your own team to compete  

for the Gold Medal! 

 
September 23rd 

One Point Tennis Tournament 

Test your match skills, but be careful — 
it might be over before you blink! 

 
October 28th 

Halloween Costume Party 

Round Robin, best costume  

wins a prize! 

 
November 18th 
Turkey Round Robin 



Country Club Member News  

Recipe of the Month:  
 
Pan Seared Striped Bass  
with Mango Salsa 
Served with barley, lentil, and vegetables 
Carlos Garcia, Executive Chef, NorthStone Country Club 

 
Prepare the mango salsa first: 

Dice one small mango. Combine with ½ 

cup of diced red pepper, ½ cup diced 

red onion, 2 tablespoons of fresh     

cilantro, juice of one lime and salt and 

pepper to taste. 

 

Prepare the Lentil Barley Mix: 

Bring 2 cups of water to a boil, cook  

barley 30 minutes or until barley is barely 

soft. In a separate pot, bring another 2 cups of water to a boil and cook 

lentils, until soft.  

 

Dice 1 cup of vegetables (carrots, zucchini, squash) and saute in some 

olive oil. Add salt and pepper to taste. 

 

Combine barley, lentil and vegetables together. 

 

Sear an 8oz. striped sea bass on each side for about 4 minutes. Finish in the 

oven for another 3-5 minutes if it is not cooked all the way through). 

 

Top the sea bass with mango salsa and serve with the lentil, barley and  

vegetable mix.  

 

Serves 2. 

Ingredients 
 

Salsa: 

1 small mango 

½ cup diced red pepper 

½ cup diced red onion 

2 Tbs. fresh cilantro 

Juice of one lime 

 

Barley, lentil, vegetable side: 

¼ cup barley 

¼ cup lentils 

1 cup diced vegetables    

(carrots, zucchini, squash) 

 

8 oz striped sea bass 

Olive oil 

Salt and pepper to taste 
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NorthStone HOA: 

E-mail: board@northstonehoa.com 

Website: www.northstone-hoa.com 

Facebook: search for “NorthStone” 

Or go to www.facebook.com/groups/NorthStone 

 

Cedar Management Group: 

Phone: 704-644-8808, extension 4 

E-mail: support@mycmg.com 

Website: www.mycmg.com 

NorthStone HOA Commits to   
an Aggressive 2017 Agenda 
Gay Fragale, HOA President 

Chat LIVE  
with CMG 

through link on 
their website! 

—2017 HOA Board Members— 
President —  Gay Fragale 

Vice President — Jeff Bridges 

Secretary — Kathy Burcham 

Treasurer — John Bunbury 

Director of Volunteers — Mary Pat Shingledecker 

Director at Large — Phil Cummings 

 

— Committee Chairs — 
Architectural — John Bunbury 

Beautification — Mary Pat Shingledecker 

Landscaping — Phil Cummings 

Safety — Gay Fragale and Chrissy Levine 

Social — Tammy Miller 

Communications — Cari Brunelle 

Government — Open 

 On February 21st, the Board of Directors of the NorthStone 

HOA set forth and communicated some aggressive goals for 

the 20-year old community. The current Board of Directors 

has only been in place less than a year, and yet have made 

significant progress and changes in regard to transparency, 

communication and rebranding the mission and operations 

of the Board. Every member of this Board subscribes to the 

same “homeowners first” philosophy.  In other words, this 

community should be run by committees of homeowner   

volunteers and not solely by the decisions of five Board 

members.  

   Some of the accomplishments in the last 9 months include 

the creation of basic policy and procedures in regard to     

finances, expenses, operations, grievances, and more.  

“Although we are a volunteer Board, we believe our HOA 

should be run like a business with checks and balances”  

stated John Bunbury, Board Treasurer. For the purpose of 

continuity, the Board has implemented Basecamp; a web 

based project management tool.  As the members of the 

Board and committees migrate off or change roles, all       

relevant historical information regarding projects,           

committees, contracts, etc., are accessible in one location.  

This is an invaluable tool when it comes to efficiency and 

organization, which is so important with the limited time     

resources of volunteers.  

   To improve communication and access to the Board, we 

are making every effort to respond to every email inquiry 

within 48 hours.  Additionally, the Board will hold more 

open forum meetings for homeowners to get updates on the 

progress of projects from the committees, provide feedback, 

and share community impacting concerns.  The launch of a 

new website with both public and member only access will 

aid in keeping the membership informed and providing   

future NorthStone homeowners a peek into one of the best 

communities in Huntersville.  

   One of the more challenging issues facing the new Board is 

consistent enforcement of the CCRs. To establish an initial 

baseline of non-compliant issues, a third party home          

inspection company was hired to take photos of all 996 

homes and provide notices to every homeowner with     

structural, architectural, and aesthetic findings. The Board 

believed this to be the most fair and consistent approach  

after years of neglect.  Enforcement of additional safety    

related issues such as parking on the street and working with 

the town of Huntersville to address speeding will be top    

priorities for 2017.  

   Lastly, and the most exciting goal of the Board and 

Landscape Committee for 2017, will be a huge capital 

improvement project and face lift for the NorthStone 

main entrance. This will include lining and redesign of 

the ponds, water feature, lighting, and signage, as well as 

road repair.  This will be the first major capital             

investment to update and repair the community            

infrastructure as recommended by the most recent 2013 

Reserve Study.    

   In addition to being a Board that advocates for the 

homeowner, the second most important goal of this team 

is to raise property values and make NorthStone an even 

more coveted place to live!     
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NorthStone HOA Debuts New Website 
New website will increase community engagement, provide a user-friendly interface, and more effectively     

promote NorthStone’s brand as a top community in the Lake Norman Area 

                  

 

      

 Whether you’ve had experience working at a large corporation or a small    

organization, your company’s external internet and internal intranet were likely 

critical tools used to communicate and conduct business. Like any business, the 

NorthStone HOA also relies on our website and the internet to communicate 

information to our fellow homeowners. 

  The former HOA website has not been user-friendly, and has cost our            

volunteers many hours assisting homeowners with updating their login          

credentials and finding the information and documents within the site’s         

navigation. We also discovered that there had been no formal structure in place 

for updating records when new homeowners move in and out of our              

neighborhood. This left us with an inefficient website that not only cost us time, 

but hadn’t been accurate with retaining correct homeowner information — in 

recent e-mail blasts, over 40% of our e-mails on file were bouncing back! 

   After we mapped out a vision for what the HOA wanted in a website, we 

agreed we needed to increase its functionality with engaging homeowners,    

provide a more intuitive user-face for both our homeowners and volunteer site 

administrators, and serve to promote our “brand” as a community that would be 

seen by realtors and prospective buyers looking for desirable neighborhoods in 

the Lake Norman Area. 

   We plan to go into more detail over the next few months as we roll out of some 

our new and improved site features, including a searchable Teens for Hire,    

Private Message Boards, and a listing of neighbor-recommended contractors. 

Another great feature the new site offers will be an increased control over the 

privacy settings of content, so that we can better fine-tune what information we 

make available to the general public vs. our actual property owners.  

   For now, the biggest task at hand is making sure all our homeowners were  

issued a working username and password. We know there are a few glitches, 

especially with remarriage, divorce and owners that may not share the same 

name with their partner. We ask for your patience as we fix these so that each 

and every homeowner has access to the homeowner-only features on the web-

site. Please take the time to login and get acquainted with our new website! 

        

What you need to know: 
 

 Every homeowner will have one 

login account with the new    

website. Your username will be 

your house number followed by 

your last name (if your last name 

is hyphenated, use the second 

portion only). 

 Homeowners were sent an email 

between 3/10—3/11 with       

instructions for accessing the 

members-only portion of the new 

website. If you do not recall    

receiving this e-mail, please 

check your bulk/junk folder as this 

e-mail was sent from a third party, 

and not the previous recognized 

HOA e-mail address.  

 Once you log in to the new    

system, you will have access to 

information not visible to the 

general public, such as HOA 

documents, meeting minutes, etc. 

 You can update your member 

profile and add your partner’s 

email as a secondary e-mail  

address. Privacy settings for the 

member directory are set to   

private as a default. If you would 

like your information visible to 

other homeowners, you may 

change that in your profile. 

 If you haven’t received          

instructions for accessing the site, 

please fill out the form on the 

website or contact the HOA at 

board@northstonehoa.com. 
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With the “Ring” Doorbell System, You’re Always Home 
NorthStone HOA partners with Ring to bring increased security and discounts to homeowners 

   On March 12, the NorthStone HOA sponsored “Ring Day” where homeowners 

could come out and hear a presentation on the new Ring doorbell system,     

designed to offer convenience, home monitoring, and increased security for our 

community. Not only did everyone at the first presentation purchase one or 

more units, but many more homeowners who could not attend the presentation 

have also expressed interest. NorthStone’s HOA took a leadership role in       

researching and partnering with a provider who could assist us with our goal to 

increase the safety and security in NorthStone. A fellow HOA President and  

resident in a neighboring community even came out to the meeting to see if 

NorthStone’s vision with Ring would also benefit their own community! 

   The Ring doorbell works wirelessly to stream HD video and audio to 

smartphones and tablets. This allows you to both see and speak with whomever 

is at your front door, even when you are not at home. 

   Most burglaries start with someone ringing your bell to determine if you are 

home or not. With Ring, you could be sitting at the beach and respond with 

“we’re not interested in your services right now” or “I’m sorry, I’m just putting 

my son down for a nap” to discourage any shady characters from attempting to 

enter your home. Since the system also comes with signage that indicates you 

have Ring’s video surveillance, it’s more likely that any would be criminals 

would skip your home altogether rather than risk being captured on video. 

   The Ring system has a 180 degree HD video camera, and allows you to        

customize the motion sensor ranges that would send you an alert if someone is 

on your property, capturing zones reaching curbside. 

   Best of all, the Ring system requires no extra help to install. It can be mounted 

and installed in minutes, either hardwired directly or with its built-in              

rechargeable battery that lasts for a full year.  

   The Ring doorbell comes in a variety of finishes to match your home’s style, 

and they offer both a basic and pro level. Additional accessories including a 

floodlight with a camera and motion sensor lights can also be purchased. 

 

The Collective Benefits of the Ring system in NorthStone 

   The more homeowners that install Ring and have video surveillance, the safer 

NorthStone becomes as a community. In an earlier beta test of the Ring system, 

10% of the homes in one community were given the Ring system to use. This 

community saw their crime rate go down by over 50%. Fortunately, we don’t 

live in a high-crime area, but all Lake Norman communities (including 

NorthStone) have experienced a number of auto break-ins, thefts, and           

vandalism (including teen pranks). The more homes that have video               

surveillance of their properties, the more likely it is that trespassers will not 

want to risk getting caught on camera here, and will opt for easier targets.  As 

more and more NorthStone homeowners install these systems, we expect to see 

less of these incidents in our neighborhood and hope that the NorthStone   

Community will be considered to be among the safest communities in the  

greater Lake Norman Area.   

    

Exclusive Ring Offer for 

NorthStone Residents: 

 

 $50 discount off product 

 Free Shipping 

 Free Ring Solar Sign (valued 

at $49) 

 
This discount was offered at our 

March 12 “Ring Day”  

presentation, and again on 

March 17-19. While our Ring rep 

can’t keep the discount code 

open for us long-term, we will be 

announcing additional special 

pricing weekends over the next 

few months. Follow “NorthStone” 

on Facebook, or check our  

website www.northstonehoa.com 

for dates and details! 

With Ring, you can monitor who is at your front 

door from your smart phone or tablet.       

Additional accessories including the flood 

light camera and stick up camera allow you 

to monitor other areas on your property. 
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   Spring is here and what better time to think about planning your vacation! 

We all lead such busy lives and what better way to spend quality time together 

than to get away on a family vacation. Cruises are always a nice option, but 

another great option that is becoming very popular are all-inclusive resorts. 

All-inclusive resorts are a terrific option for families and couples. There are 

many to choose from in the Caribbean, Bahamas and Mexico. Two of the most 

popular destinations are Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic and the 

Riviera Maya in Mexico. Some of the most well known properties are Sandals, 

for couples; Breezes, Secrets and Excellence for adults; and Dreams Resorts for 

families. And now, many hotel brands like Hyatt, Marriott & Wyndham are 

getting into the all-inclusive business.  

   If you would like to consider an all-inclusive resort, here is some information 

to ask yourself and determine what is right for you. 

 

Couples 

If you are looking for romance and a quieter, refined vacation, consider a 

couples only resort like Sandals. They are located all across the Caribbean in 

the Bahamas, St. Lucia, Jamaica, Grenada, Barbados & Antiqua. Sandals is a 

luxury brand with unlimited cocktails, entertainment, watersports, dining and 

transportation included. All have spa services offered and options for 

accommodations like walkout beach front rooms or swim-out pools. Couples 

only resorts cater to honeymooners and couples looking to spend quality time 

together. 

 

Adults Only 

Adults only resorts are similar to couples only resorts — the main difference is  

you will have more single adults, as well as couples, and of course children are 

not allowed. Adults only resorts such as Secrets, Excellence and Breathless are 

chic, luxurious properties and are perfect for grown-up getaways. Riviera Maya, 

Jamaica and Punta Cana have lovely resorts and wonderful properties, which 

have bars and nightclubs (some with casinos). Many have golf, tennis, 

horseback riding, loads of watersports and spa treatments. 

 

Families 

If you want to take children on a vacation without having to worry about 

racking up tons of extra costs, an all-inclusive family resort is for you. Some 

popular family resorts include Dreams, Beaches, RIU and Hard Rock. These 

family friendly resorts have more to keep the kids busy than you could ever do 

on one trip! They offer kids clubs with all kinds of activities, some with water 

parks and swimming with the dolphins! All of them have watersports, game 

rooms and daycare, so you can use the fitness center or go to the pool bar while 

your children are being entertained! 

    

   All-inclusive resorts are great for both families and couples. I know I have 

spent some terrific vacations enjoying all the amenities! Think about what 

vacation experience you are looking for and maybe an all-inclusive resort will 

be your next vacation destination! 

 

All-Inclusive Vacation Options 
By Margot Golba, NorthStone resident and Travel Consultant 

Margot Golba is a Travel       

Consultant and All-Inclusive      

Vacation  Expert with Century   

Travel, and a long-time 

NorthStone resident. For        

assistance planning your next trip, 

contact her at 704-619-7907 or 

e-mail margotgolba@earthlink.net               

 
Time  
to Plan? 
If you are  

considering an  

all inclusive vacation, it is helpful 

to talk with a Travel Agent and 

ask some questions to make sure 

the resort is a right fit for what you 

are looking for: 

 

 Do you want a quiet, romantic  

vacation or do you want 24/7  

activities and entertainment? 

 Do you want a land or land and 

air package? (It’s usually a better 

deal to purchase together.) 

 Do you want ultra-luxury and     

unlimited top shelf cocktails, a    

butler and world class spa      

treatments, and a plunge pool, or 

do you want a less expensive, less 

“fluff and frills” resort? 

 Ask what activities are included in 

the rate, golf, tennis, watersports? 

 Are meals served buffet style or off 

the menu by a waiter? 

 And always, ask if there are any 

special sales or promotions that 

would apply. 
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      Slowly but surely we are bringing our home out of 1997 and into 2017! Last 

year I worked primarily on our master bedroom and dining room (plus an 

unexpected tile update in the ½ bath due to a toilet seal break). Each room is 

ALWAYS completed on a tight budget. And in the case of our master 

bathroom we made the bathroom update for $300! 

 The biggest challenge to redoing a room on a budget is deciding what to keep 

and what to update. In the master bathroom we kept the original tile flooring, 

vanity cabinet, and faucets. My challenge was adding color in a way that made 

the vanity countertop look less beige and dated. 

Because we didn't replace the original faucets, I 

matched the chrome to our new cabinet handles, light 

fixture, and towel hook. I picked a strong and modern 

cabinet color — Sherwin Williams Peppercorn 

(leftover from our dining room). To tone down the 

dark cabinets, I picked a soft, tranquil water-inspired 

color on the walls — Sherwin Williams Sea Salt. 

    For the DIY process, we removed our oak cabinet 

doors then sanded, primed and painted the vanity 

base and cabinet doors. We replaced our dated bar light fixture. My husband 

made a basic wood frame to go around our existing mirror, and then I painted 

the walls a refreshing color (and said goodbye to beige!)       

    After months of having our bathroom in pieces (DIY projects have a way of 

taking longer than you expect!), I am thrilled to have the bathroom back 

together with added character. The 1990s oak is completely gone from the space 

and feels more our own. 

 

 

A $300 NorthStone Bathroom Makeover 
By Julia Fain, NorthStone resident and home decorating consultant 

Julia loves all things design on a 

budget, and blogs regularly 

about home projects on her  

website tagandtibby.com. She is 

available for home decorating 

consulting and staging advice 

upon request. Contact her at 

julia@houseoffain.com. 

 

$300 Bathroom Update  
— Breakdown of Expenses — 

 
Supplies 

 Cabinet Paint + Primer (free:    

leftover from other projects 

 Galvanized Steel Bathroom     

Vanity Light from Hayneedle.com 

($54) 

 Wall Paint + Brushes ($65) 

 3" Chrome Bar Pulls ($35)  

 Mirror Frame + Hardware ($30) 

 Quart of Oil Stain for Mirror Frame 

($20) 

 

Decor 

 Metal Desk Organizer from World 

Market ($40)  

 Stag Metal Towel Ring from 

HomeGoods ($8) 

 Pillar Candles ($25)  

 Large Wall Frame + Photo 

(already owned/repurposed) 

 Wooden Bark Charger from 

World Market ($20)  

 

Estimated Total: $297 

In this dramatic before/after picture, you can see just how far $300 will go in terms 
of completely transforming a space and eliminating all traces of that dated 
1990s décor! 

http://tagandtibby.com/
mailto:julia@houseoffain.com
http://www.hayneedle.com/product/design-house-kimball-3-light-bathroom-vanity-light.cfm
http://www.hayneedle.com/product/design-house-kimball-3-light-bathroom-vanity-light.cfm
http://hayneedle.com/
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Use these 3 quick tips for staging your bathroom: 
Whether you are updating your bathroom for yourself, or getting ready for resale, here are a few tips for 

purchasing supplies: 

1. Don't just shop the bathroom sections. I found our countertop organizer in the office supply section of 

World Market. The wood charger holding our candles came from the kitchen supply section. I also 

used a rug on the floor instead of a bath mat. 

2. Take photos with your phone before you go. Snap a few pictures of the room with your smart phone 

before you head to the store. It will help you recall colors and scale, and overall what you want to 

accomplish in your space! 

3. Add a little greenery. I threw some fresh succulents into cereal bowls on our countertop. Plants add 

texture and color to a space — just remember to give them the light + water they need! If you are    

worried you can't keep up with live plants, you can find a lot of attractive faux options in stores.  

Repainting the existing cabinetry and swapping out the 
hardware saved thousands of dollars in this bathroom 
remodel. Also, don’t be afraid to use non-traditional 
accessories, such as this statement throw rug, as      
opposed to using a generic bath mat! 

http://www.dpbolvw.net/click-8252348-11410997-1456261193000?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldmarket.com%2Fproduct%2Fwooden-bark-charger.do&cjsku=458321
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1) Real Estate Open Houses Don’t Work. Open houses are a thing of 

the past. Years ago, when you wanted to sell your home, the only way that buyers 

could see the inside of your home was to be invited to view your home via an 

open house or making an appointment with your home’s listing agent. Now, 

with the internet, buyers can view your home from their own living rooms. 

The truth is open houses don’t work! Real estate agents host open houses not to 

sell your home, but to obtain additional clients who are looking to sell their 

homes (including your neighbors). It’s very rare that an open house results in 

the sale of your home. 

 

2) Marketing is Job Number 1.  If you are selling your  hom e, the real 

reason you hire a Realtor is marketing. A Realtor’s job is to get as many qualified 

buyers to your home as possible so that you can sell your home for the highest 

price. Marketing is the cornerstone of the real estate business and a Realtor that 

does not know marketing, is not worth the commission. Many Realtors avoid the 

topic of marketing and try to confuse homeowners with internet terms and the 

size of their firm, all of which means nothing to the actual sale of your home. 

Whether you list with a big firm or a solo agent, once listed in the MLS, your 

home will appear on all the websites of real estate firms in the area. Ask what 

they do that DOES NOT involve the internet to sell your home. Find out how 

long they have been Realtors, and ask to see any 3 homes sold in each of the last 

four years. In a short time, you’ll be able to sort through the wheat and chaff. 

 

3) All Agents Are NOT Created Equal. Just like any industry, there is 

a range of competence within the real estate world. I suggest that when you are 

interviewing agents, request that they send you the contracts ahead of time, and 

prepare a set of questions for them to answer, including the following: 

 What is dual agency? And do you practice dual agency? 

 What is the difference between due diligence and earnest money? And what 

happens if a buyer cancels the contract? 

 Am I required to do repairs on my house, or is my home sold as-is? 

 Show me the marketing plan for my home, not a generic presentation. 

 

4) Some Agents Will Try to “Buy the Listing.”  This is when an agent 

convinces a homeowner they can sell their home for a price significantly higher 

than market value. The agent’s intention is to have the owner sign the listing 

agreement under the auspices of an inflated sales price, and then the agent will 

steadily lower the price of your home until it actually sells. 

 

5) For Sale by Owner (FSBO) Homes Don’t Save Money and Time.  

The company line for agents is that they will help you buy any home; however, 

most agents do not like to deal with FSBO properties. Real estate is a FOR-

PROFIT job. Owners selling their own home have made a decision not to pay a 

Realtor, which is a problem since Realtors do not work for free. As a buyer, if 

you choose to consider FSBOs, you need to have a discussion with your Realtor 

about how commissions will be paid.  In many cases, you as the buyer could be 

responsible for paying the commissions on the deal in addition to closing costs 

and down payments. 

  

  

  

The Top 5 Real Estate Secrets 
By James Smith, Owner and Realtor at Executive Sellers Realty 

James Smith is the owner and 

Realtor at Executive Sellers    

Realty, based in the Charlotte 

and Lake Norman region. If you 

have any questions or are     

interested in selling your home, 

make sure you contact Executive 

Sellers Realty at 704-491-2870 

or www.executivesellers.com. To 

see current listings in NorthStone 

go to www.Northstone4sale.com 

Knowing these top 5 real 

estate secrets will help 

you sell your house  

faster and get more  

value from the  

commission you pay  

to your agent. 



NATURAL STONE    HARDWOOD    TILE    GROUT    CARPET 
Don’t Live With Dirty, Dull Floors! Call Us for a FREE ESTIMATE! 

5-STAR 
Rating! 

Eco-Friendly! 

980-202-0577 

www.CleanerCarpetConcepts.com 

HARDWOOD FLOOR 
Deep Cleaning  

Re-Coating, Refinishing  
NO DUST! NO SANDING!  

Walk on Your Floors the SAME DAY 

TILE & GROUT 
Spotless Cleaning  

Add Sheen and Natural Shine  
Restore Grout Color or Apply Color 

Seal for a BRAND NEW Look! 

AFTER 

HARDWOOD 
&TILE SPECIAL 

$75 OFF 
500 SQ/FT OR MORE* 

AFTER 

BEFORE BEFORE 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPRING SPECIAL 

$199 6 AREAS* 
Must be presented at time of estimate.       
Minimums apply. May not be combined          

with other offers. Expires 6/9/13 
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   The number one reason that people call my office is because they think they 
need a will.  And they are absolutely right.  A will is a legal document that must 
be drafted and executed strictly in accordance with state law.  Each state has 
slightly different requirements, so it’s important to comply with the laws of the 
state in which the will is executed. In general, a will accomplishes the following: 
 

 Names executors or personal representatives to administer the estate, and 
directs whether those people will be required to post bond. 

 Nominates legal guardians for minor children.  A will is the only document 
recognized by state statute as a proper way to name legal guardians.   

 Determines how all property of the deceased will be distributed.  A will names 
beneficiaries and directs how property will be distributed to those 
beneficiaries.  For minor beneficiaries or those with special needs, the will can 
provide for delayed or special distribution to avoid state intervention. 

 
That said, a will is a relatively simple and extremely limited document that only 
speaks to the distribution of property and the guardianship of minor children 
after death.  A will cannot be used during life for any purpose.  As such, the 
following special documents should be used in addition to a will to complete 
every estate plan: 
 
Guardianship Nominations:  W hile a w ill is the only statutorily 
recognized method for naming guardians for minor children, a will cannot speak 
until death.  It is important to have clear legal nominations documented for both 
long term and short term guardians to keep minor children from being removed 
from the home in the event of an emergency. 
 
Durable Power of Attorney:  A durable pow er of attorney allow s a 
trusted agent to handle one’s legal, personal and financial affairs.  It allows the 
agent to legally sign on behalf of the principal who creates the power.  This power 
can be made immediate, or may be effective only in the event of the principal’s 
incapacity.  The importance of a durable power is that it survives a principal’s 
disability or incapacity, so that a court will not be required to appoint a guardian. 
 
Healthcare Power of Attorney:  This docum ent is extrem ely 
important, as it allows a trusted representative to make important medical 
decisions when the principal cannot.  It also provides guidance and limitations 
on the decisions that the agent may make.  In emergencies, the healthcare power 
allows the agent to make urgent and potentially life-saving decisions. 
 
Living Will: A living w ill is often confused w ith a standard w ill.  A 
living will is a standalone document that directs a person’s desire for a natural 
death.  It determines under what circumstances life sustaining measures should 
be withheld and to what extent.  A living will is important for those who have 
strong decisions about life sustaining measures.  Without a living will, an 
individual may be held on life support for months or even years, waiting for a 
court order to authorize the cessation of support. 
 
Trust:  W hile a trust is not appropriate for  all individuals, it can 
provide asset protection, estate tax avoidance, directed distribution and many 
other benefits, all while avoiding the costly, lengthy and public process of 
probate.   

Why a Will is Only One Part of an Estate Plan 
Kelly Myers, Owner/Attorney, Law Office of Kelly B. Myers 

Kelly Myers is an Attorney and 

Counselor at Law in Cornelius, 

NC. She can be reached at           

704-896-0906 or 

www.plannc.com. for more        

information on how to prepare 

your estate. 

Did you know that wills  

only cover arrangements 

upon death? Your estate 

plan needs to include your 

plans for life as well! 
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Do you suffer from Headaches or  
Migraines? Neck Pain? Low back pain? 
Sports Injuries? Pain between your 
shoulder blades? Sciatica? Loss of  
normal flexibility? 
 
Don’t let these symptoms affect your 
life any longer. Call our office today for 
a complimentary consultation.  
 
Same day appointments. Evening and Saturday appointments 
available. Most insurances accepted. No contracts or long-term 
care plans. 
 
 

Queen City Chiropractic 
 

Conveniently located near NorthLake Mall 
 

10610 Metromont Parkway 
Suite 202 ♦ Charlotte, NC 704-940-3670 

www.queencitychiro.com 

Dr. Ashley Schatzman 

50% 
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  Welcome to spring, fescue's favorite time of year!  With about six months of root 

development over the winter under its belt and temperatures above 60 degrees     

but below 85 degrees, fescue is right where it wants to be!  The fescue clumps 

planted in fall are filling in nicely and your lawn is making you (and King 

GREEN) happy. We love answering the phones in March, April, May (and then 

again in October and November).  Everybody is loving their lawn and their lawn 

service! Then comes the heat and we are in the doghouse!!! 

   The Carolina's are in the transition zone which means that there is no type of     

turf that will look good all year long. Warm season grasses like bermuda go   

dormant in the winter and cool-season grasses like fescue suffer and die back in 

the heat of the summer.  The fescue lawn you have in 

August is not the same one you had in April and there 

is just nothing that can be done to change that.   

 

Heat Stress 

The biggest culprit is heat stress and its cousin 

drought stress.  In temperatures over 85 degrees 

fescue just simply needs more water than its root 

system can take up.  A well-maintained/ watered 

and established lawn will fare better in the heat, 

but you just can't water your grass out of 90+ 

temperatures. 

 

Brown Patch Disease 

Another constant problem is brown patch disease which is always active in the 

summer months.  Its severity is determined by many factors, most notably heat and humidity.  The hotter and wetter the 

summer, the worse it is.  We know this is terribly frustrating as the grass needs the water but that same water will 

encourage the brown patch!   

 

What you can do: 

 Mow your lawn high.  You want to keep the lawn at 3.5-4” during the hotter months.   

 Water well.  Continue to water long and deep but you can now water more often (2-3 times per week).  Avoid 

watering between 10 am and 10 pm.  Early morning is best. 

 Don't kill the grass with kindness.  Do not add fertilizer or minerals as the lawn is not in a position to use them and they 

may actually do more harm than good. 

 Use Fungicides to help prevent brown patch disease.  Fungicides are expensive but they do work pretty well.  If it is 

worth it to you to try and keep the lawn as nice as possible through the summer you may want to use our fungicide 

program...or just wait and save your money to… 

 Aerate and Seed.  We begin doing this in late August and do recommend having the seeding done early but offer 

the service through October.  It fixes summer damage. (Spring seeding is not recommended.) 

 

Remember, there is no 12-month grass in the Carolinas!  Fescue, as a cool-season grass, takes the summer off.  Above all, 

don't panic!  The temperatures will go down and your grass will come back! 

 

Spring is here! Fescue’s heyday... 
By Dave Scher, King Green  

Dave Scher has been serving as 

King Green’s Branch Manager of 

the Charlotte office since 2005.  

He can be reached at             

704-532-6262. 

Take these steps to  

nurture your lawn now 

and be better prepared 

for the heat comes with  

the summer season! 



Advertise your business in NorthStone Neighbors Magazine! No lengthy contracts, no ad set-

up/change fees and free ad design!  Rates start at just $65 for a business card size ad.  

Contact kary@messageinamailbox.com for more information. 
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Babysitting Services: 

Peyton Carpenter, age 14, Farnborough Road ............................... (704) 654-8068 

Courtney Frye, age 15, Fremington Road................................................. (980) 254-0686 

Ella Newell, age 12, Cotesworth Ct. ............................................................... (980) 230-6585 

Lauren Westbrook, age 17, Cranleigh Ct ................................................ (704) 677-8768 

Jessica Jones, age 17, Woodcote Drive .................................................... (704) 728-7280 

Lauren Berger, age 16, Framfield Ct. ............................................................. (980) 263-8670 

Sophia Collins, age 14, Cotesworth Ct. ..................................................... (980) 254-6032 
 
Babysitting and Pet Sitting/Walking: 

Kristen Camelio, age 16, Branborough Road ..................................... (704) 964-3246 

Katelyn Camelio, age 14, Branborough Road .................................. (980) 263-8627 

Lindsay Spencer, age 15, Farnborough Road  ................................. (704) 728-1364 

Kailey Hoppe, Ulsten Road ...................................................................................... (704) 794-8973 

Grace Fox, Farnborough Road ............................................................................ (704) 466-6313 

Addi Martin, age 14, Kinross Court .................................................................. (704) 915-0035 

Sydney Willis, age 22, Ulsten Lane ................................................................... (704) 962-7317 

Aly Grasberger, age 18, Marshfield Road ............................................... (704) 956-1307 

Maddie Rynne, age 15, Kennon Ridge Ln .............................................. (704) 912-7929 

Molly Rynne, age 14, Kennon Ridge Ln. ..................................................... (704) 512-1123 

Camryn Frederick, age 17, Willingdon Road ........................................ (704) 658-5320 

Emily Huber, age 17, Bramborough Road ................................................ (704) 516-5624 

Katelyn Price, age 13, Willingdon Road .................................................... (770) 570-9802 
 
Babysitting, Pet sitting/Walking, Lawn Work & Odd Jobs 
Bridgett Simmer, age 16, Woodcote Drive ............................................. (515) 493-8465 

Cael Simmer, age 15, Woodcote Drive ..................................................... (704) 626-0600 

CJ Simmer, age 15, Woodcote Drive  ........................................................... (704) 575-9755 

Grant Gais, age 14, Willingdon Road ......................................................... (704) 995-1808 

Jaden Williams, age 12, Kinross Ct. ................................................................... (704) 930-3169 

Nicky Leonard, age 14, Ulsten Lane ............................................................. (704) 516-6976 

Noah Leonard, age 14, Ulsten Lane ............................................................ (704) 516-6976 

Landon Leonard, age 14, Ulsten Lane ....................................................... (704) 516-6976 

 
Lawn Work and Odd Jobs: 
Alex Lonergan, age 16, Willingdon Road ................................................ (704) 787-2164 

Clayton Wilson, age 13, Cotesworth Ct. ............................................... (864) 414-3590 

 
Petsitting/Dog Walking 
Jackson Grosskopf, age 15, Willingdon Road ...................................... (704) 779-9274 

Cole Grosskopf, age 12, Willingdon Road ............................................. (704) 779-9274 

Collin Wilson, age 10, Cotesworth Ct. ..................................................... (864) 414-3590 

 

HELPFUL TIP:  There’s a    

Facebook page for NS 

Babysitters (search for 

Northstone babysitters) 

where you can quickly post 

to the group and connect 

with sitters. 
 

 

IMPORTANT: 

In order to keep this listing up to 

date, we asked in August issue 

(and on facebook) for teens to 

resubmit their information to    

remain on this list. If you’d like to 

be included in this free listing, 

send entries/changes to: 

info@messageinamailbox.com 
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Ongoing Events 

 
Saturdays, 8am-noon 

Davidson Farmers’ Market 

Next to Town Hall between Main     
and Jackson Streets 

 

Saturdays, 8am-noon 
Beginning in May 

Huntersville Growers’ Market 

Huntersville Elementary School 

 
Tuesday-Sat (and Sundays 

beginning in May) 

Charlotte Regional Farmer’s Market 

1801 Yorkmont Road, Charlotte 

Sept-April: Tues-Sat 8am-5pm 

May-August: Tues-Sat 8am-6pm and 
Sunday from noon-6pm 

 

** Charlotte’s Farmer’s Market is the  

area’s largest and you won’t be  

disappointed by the vast selection  

of fresh produce, grass fed beef,  

pork products, eggs and cheese,  

seafood, baked goods,  

trees & shrubs, bedding plants,  

and fresh flowers. 

 

 

 
April Events 

 
April 8-9, 10am-6pm 

24th Annual Rural Hill  

Loch Norman Highland Games 

Rural Hill: 4431 Neck Rd., Huntersville 

Highland dancing, bagpipes,  

athletics, kid’s zone, merchants, NC 
beer and wine, kilted running events 
+ more. Visit www.lochnorman.com  

for more information. 

 
April 9, 1pm-3pm 

Pictures with Easter Bunny & Duck 

Holbrook Park, Huntersville 

Bring your own cameras for this free 
event. Bounce house, face painting, 

and food available for purchase. 

 
April 13, 7:30-10pm 

MOVIE in the Park: TROLLS 
Bradford Park, 17005 Davidson-

Concord Road, Huntersville 

Free event. Drinks, popcorn, and 
candy available for purchase. 

 
April 15 

Latta Plantation Easter Egg Hunt 

5225 Sample Road, Huntersville 

Easter egg hunt, live music, crafts & 
activities. This event fills quickly!

Reservations by prepayment only: 

www.lattaplantation.org 

 
April 22, 11am-10pm 

SpringFest at Langtree 

401 Langtree Road  

Free event with food for purchase 
from Langtree’s great, new  

restaurants. Live entertainment, 
bounce house + more! 

 

April 29,  
‘Tawba Walk Arts & Music Festival 

Oak Street Mill, Cornelius 

2 stages with entertainment, over 80 
innovative artists and craftsmen, fleet 
of food trucks & local craft breweries. 

 
May Events 

 
May 7, 2pm-6pm 

Hello Huntersville! 

Next to Discovery Place, Huntersville 

Annual music and arts festival with 
cultural performances, food trucks, 

climbing wall, bounce house,  

slide and more! 

 
May 12-13, noon-10pm 

NC Brewers & Music Festival 

Rural Hill: 4431 Neck Rd., Huntersville 

Over 10 bands will be featured as 
you sample beer and wine from over 

20 NC Breweries and wineries. 

Purchase tickets online at: 

www.ncbrewsmusic.com 

 
May 13, 8am-5pm 

18th Annual Charlotte Asian  

Festival and 12th Annual  

Dragon Boat Race 

Ramsey Creek Park, Cornelius 

Come out and celebrate at this   
family-friendly event showcasing the  

diversity and history of Asian cultures. 
The dragon boat race on Lake  

Norman is a must-see event, based 
on a 2,300 year old tradition that 

began on the rivers in southern  

China. For more information, visit: 

www.charlottedragonboat.com 

 
 

 

 



 NorthStone Neighbors is a bi-monthly magazine published by  

Message in a Mailbox of the Carolinas, Inc. (MIM). The content 

and advertising in this publication is not endorsed by the 

NorthStone Country Club (with the exception of content on  

pages 10-15) or the NorthStone HOA (with the exception of 

content on pages 17-19).  The paid advertisements and      

business profiles/articles within this publication are not            

endorsements or recommendations for products and services    

by the Publisher, HOA or the NorthStone Country Club. All       

articles and content reflect the views of individual contributors 

and not the Publisher.   

   If you would like to contribute content or would 

like to advertise in our next issue, please contact: 

kary@messageinamailbox.com or call                

704-883-6006 

Mention this ad for 15% discount per visit, off repairs only. 
Coupon not valid with other coupons or discounts. 15% OFF 

 — Financing Available — 


